1st Semester Portfolio

Essential Questions:

Have I made progress as a photographer over the last 4 months?

What is due? 

A portfolio consisting of: 

1. An artist’s statement

2. 6-10 photos with captions

3. A pair of photos side by side: One from September or October and one from this month to show how far you’ve come.

4. Getting to know your camera critiques 

5. The above are presented in a binder with page protectors

1. Artist’s statement

The portfolio will not be complete without a typed, written statement from you describing your work. In your artist's statement, you will need to discuss two points. 

1) After reviewing all of the photographs in the portfolio, which is your best? Explain what makes it your best. You should discuss most of these aspects: 

· Technique – handling or use of media

· Creativity – originality, innovation, different use of materials, experimental, exploration

· Elements of Composition – Rule of thirds, leading lines, vantage point, framing, background, 
· Growth – progress, improvement, greater understanding

· Feeling/Mood – use of line, color, lighting, subject matter, composition, emphasis, exaggeration

After you choose what makes this your best, be sure to support your statements with details. 

2) Secondly, write about which photograph(s) mean(s) the most to you and why. 

Model Artist Statement 
The photograph I am critiquing is a vertical black and white photograph of the Desert Storm roller coaster at Metro Center. In the foreground of the picture is a white car and in the background is a sky filled with puffy clouds. 

To take this image I used the techniques of long depth of field, showing motion, back lighting, and low vantage point. I used a narrow lens opening (f16) to get a long depth of field and put everything into sharp focus. It’s obvious I have a long depth of field because the car in the foreground as well as the furthest lights on the roller coaster are all clearly visible. In order to blur the fast moving cars on the roller coaster I chose a slow shutter speed to give the feeling of motion. I had to use a tripod to avoid camera shake. I shot the picture in the late afternoon looking west so the subject is backlit and the shapes in the picture are emphasized. Because I had to point the camera up, I made the structure look taller -- a technique called low vantage point. Because of these techniques, I consider "Desert Storm: to be the best photo in my portfolio. 

The photograph that means the most to me is the school track at sunset. Since I run on the varsity team, I'm often at school until after dark. My photo captures the long shadows of late afternoon and makes me think of the time I'm done with my homework and am free. I like the school better when there aren't a lot of people around and my picture shows this. 

2. Photographs 

Create a “Portfolio” folder in the shared file. When all your photos are in there get on the print list with Brooks

Select 6-10 photographs that demonstrate growth and skill in your work. 

· All work is the photographer's own
· Captions explain which project and which assignment photo is from
· Only high quality photos are chosen
· Examples are presented in binders neatly
· Growth is demonstrated by a minimum one photo from September or October and one of your most recent photos displayed side by side
Captions (typed, displayed on back of photo)

Project

Assignment 
Photographer 


How is this graded?

Artist’s Statement

	Exceeds Expectations

4
	Meets Expectations

3
	Approaching Expectations

2
	Below Expectations

1

	Photos chosen are insightful examples and are explained in depth with many specifics.
	Photos chosen are good, are supported with appropriate examples, and are explained with some specifics.
	Photos chosen are average and are explained with generalities.
	Photos chosen bear no relationship to the task, examples are not offered or are irrelevant, nor/or is any explanation offered.


Photos

· 6-10 photos with captions
(6 – 10 points)

· The above are presented in a binder with page protectors 

(3 points)

· Captions (3 points)

Due: 1/28 or 1/29








