The 3 adjustments you make to every photo

Levels adjustment layer 
(lightening or darkening the whole photo):
1. Create a levels adjustment layer by clicking on the levels button
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2. In the RGB dropdown menu choose red first
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3. Move the black slider in until it touches the edge of the graph, do the same with the white slider
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4. Repeat step #3 on the blue channel and the green channel.

5. Go back to the RGB setting. Move the middle, gray slider left to lighten the whole photo or right to darken the whole photo
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Curves adjustment layer 

(adjusting the contrast [difference between lights and darks]):

1. Create a curves adjustment layer by clicking on the curves button
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2. Click on the white dropper
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3. Find something in your photo that is white in real life (not a reflection or a blown out area) and click on it with the white dropper. If you don’t like how it looks click somewhere else that is white. 
4. Click on the black dropper
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5. Find something in your photo that is black in real life and click on it. If you don’t like how it looks click somewhere else that is black. 
6. Click on the gray dropper. Find something in your photo that is neutral: a shade of gray.

7. You can also click and drag the curve.

· Curves is a really powerful tool. If you want to learn how to better use it, Google it. 
High Pass filter (sharpening your photo)


1. Menu ( select ( all
2. Menu ( edit ( copy merged


3. Menu ( edit ( paste

4. Now you should have a new layer that is a combination of your original and the adjustment layers
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5. Menu ( filter ( other ( high pass
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6. Start low with a radius of 1.5-2 pixels. Keep an eye on your image, you just want to sharpen the edges.
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If you go too high, you'll begin to see a halo effect around the edges of your image, and you want to avoid that, so back off on the radius value by dragging the slider bar to the left once the halos begin to appear.
Click OK

7. Change the blending mode to overlay or soft light. 

[image: image11.png][s] @9





If your photo is too sharp, turn down the opacity of the layer
Saving your image

Totally done editing? 
Yes     No



Save as a photoshop (psd) file. This will save layers and maintain quality. 





This will make a big file.








Menu ( file ( save as
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Save as a jpeg (jpg) file. This will flatten your layers and compress your image a little (making it slightly lower quality). 





This will make a small file.
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